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Navigating the Real World

A rolating panel of experts from the workds of p-hlll:w:l hy.

pu;.r:h ¥ and reh&un offer their perspeciive on the dilemmas that

COmEe Wi I'-II'..E m

Toduy's Quastion: Afler arreais in domemic vialence
cmses, authorithes aften order coumseling lor the
abeasers in &n alempl Lo change Lheir behavior. Bul
stndies abow Lhal many viclims—usually wives whe
feel trapped by emolional and financial considera-
ona— mlnﬂmveuhmmwm#m
new but simlar stuations. Are we
mmhﬂﬁmmmmnhh.mﬂlm-nd
not, encugh requiring lelp for the viclima®

Garth Kasimu Baker-Fletcher

Associate profesior of Chislish st relon, Sohaol of
Trusoky ol Chanprmsorn and Clsreimont Geadusbe Sehood.

Bociely camnot afford to lecl the oosnseling needs
du-mndnm.m:nﬂfrnmmuy.m;rm
noi condemn abusive behavior o illegal immeral or
paycisslogically destruciive. Restsl paing in the legal
st of women have compelled sosey 1o slowly
changs its traditioral “hands of attitude b0 inervens
ri the abused person’s behalf, Abused persons must be
pven peychological coonselng and peer group sup-
porl. Abusers. however, require healing and transfor-
mation as well Bodb sides require long-term peer
wapport. Lo radicslly chamge their behawvisr and rels-
tionahip choloe,

uthern California,

Orli Peter

Associale professsr of paychology snd dinsctor of
the Masmiage. Famsly and Chikd Coungeling Progrem,
Minunt 5t Many's Collage.

Victims of abuse have nol commilied & crime. 50
they should retain the right to refuse -
eml ireaimeni. However, treatmenl should
avadable to all veetirea, both o alleviate ihe
CrEUSnElsE conssguences of personal visence amd
Lo pgppart their lranestion 1o 8 ealer bife —whether
they leave itheir abusive partrers of remain whils
the perpetralor reterves irealmenl RlY Bome
victims need benger ireatment o enable them Lo
ehopse and form nen-abusive relationships. In-
ensased Ureaimnent Por victima should cerlainly nol
be paid for by reducing Cresimant of perpeirators
Coupled wilh & mindmien il werm of sx manlhs,
mandated paychalagical Lresimenl Belpd reduce
iseir viglenoe.

Rabbi Elliot N. Dorff

Rector and professor of prelosophy, Uinkversity of Ju-
g, Hig rabbenic naling of Gomestic violenos wad
necenitly 00pTed Dy Cordeifviiieg JudBism s Com.
itide O hewash Law and Standands,

Domsewier violerse violaies not only Jewuh lws
aguingl meeault bt ales thawe Lhal demand hooar
and respect for parersls and mpouses and care far
children. Vicams of domestic abuse oflen find it
::rd Lo !::I‘IGIH themselves from the mluatson,

t the ve 3 dily 1o avald inury and to
the |'.'l]‘|ll.".l' rrhr-'hlrﬂ their famdly to do so. Ah:T
commumily, we need Lo support ihem in (Al
theough ahelvers. |egal aid and peograma of
relnbiliation. We also need 1o help abasers do
Feshueah, the Jewish process of “return” & proper
Bekarvior, bul saving mnecents from harm Lakes
precedence.
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